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SELR Mission Statement

To protect the quality of life
and improve the well-being of
abused, neglected, unwanted,
and behaviorally unmanageable
llamas through prevention,

Stull,

Left: Harley. Contact Chris

net or visit SELR's website

education, intervention,

llamalife@comeast. | | placement, and lifelong care.

How Can I Help - Ways to

Donate to SELR By Lynette Melton

Hi, Lynette here, along with iGive.com, inviting
you to change YOUR online shopping into support for
a truly worthy cause.

I'm supporting SELR by shopping online for
brand-name stuff at over 688 well-known online
stores. And I'm getting free deals and coupons just
by being an iGive.com member. If you join iGive.com
and make a purchase within 45 days, iGive.com will
donate $5 to your favorite worthy cause!

Joining IGive to support SELR is FREE, private, &
easy. Just visit http://www.iGive.com/html/refer.
cfm?memberid=194330&causeid=29990. Once
you've joined, shop the Mall at iGive.com. You'll see
familiar stores like Lands' End, Office Depot,
JCPenney, Neiman Marcus, PETsSMART, Gap,
Expedia, Barnes & Noble, Best Buy, Dell, Vitamin
Shoppe, QVC, Shop NBC, Drugstore.com, Orvis,
Hallmark, Staples, and eBay to mention just a few!

Watch the $$ roll in for Southeast Llama Rescuel!
Up to 26% of EACH purchase gets donated! Just
think, while supporting SELR and shopping, you will
receive additional incentives, such as:

+ 1ST TIME BUYER DEALS worth hundreds of $$

e EXCELLENT PRICES and exclusive deals for
members

* FREE SHIPPING offers from great stores

+ VIRTUAL KARMA from supporting YOUR
favorite cause

« $5 FREE donation when you shop within 45 days!

P.S. iGive.com would like you to know that all the
causes at iGive.com have been listed by members for
their own and others' benefit. They don't endorse
the causes, and the causes don't endorse them. But
I DO! So, c'mon, visit http://www.iGive.com/html/
refer.cfm?memberid=194330&causeid=29990 and
sign up now.
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We wish to thank everyone who
supported SELR in the first
quarter of 2007:

Pat Little

Llama Association
of Arkansas-
Memory of Hall

Mary Able

Susan Appenzeller
Jon Barksdale

Lee Beringsmith

Serita Cornell
Blankenbecier Deb Logan

Catherine Boyer Lucy Lowe

Sue Byrd Norman and Helen

Ashli Carter-Smith Moore

Virginia Christensen Judith Morgenstern

Nan Crawford Char & Libby Neel
Camille DeSanto Christine Owen
Marty Donaty Carol Reigh

Helen Dowson Claire Smith

Sondra Ellis Lorene Steffes
Chela Grey L'illette Vasquez
Linda Groteinger Univ of Tenn.
Corinne Hewett Vet. Hospital

Thanks also to our volunteers
for various in-kind donations.

In the first quarter of 2007,
things have settled down a bit at
SELR's home base in Mars Hill,
NC. Thanks fo members of the
Board and the Adoptions Commit-
tee, our llama numbers at home
base have decreased to 30, a
much more manageable number.
The intake moratorium to the
Mars Hill facility remains in ef-
fect, but re-homing and intakes to
other foster homes continues.

Several llamas went to our Re-
gional Foster Centers at the
farms of Julie Wier and Elaine
Autrey. Others went fo new fos-
ter or adoptive homes, and a cou-
ple are in the Melton's back yard.
Julie Wier and Deb Logan are our
‘road warriors' for this quarter,
having traveled many hours to
transport llamas. Pat Cothran and
George Brandon deserve special
recognition for serving as infirma-
ries for some skinny, sickly llamas
who need special care. Once those
animals have bounced back, they
will be ready for adoption.

George also accepted Bob, the
old pack llama who is down on his
pasterns. Bob is taking it easy in
the company of other older llamas.

Funding remains our constant
challenge. The need for hay, feed,
meds, and vet services never ends,
and the recent parasite problem
increased these needs exponen-
tially. The recent upswing in adop-
tions, along with some very wel-
come contributions, has gotten us
through, but we ask for your ongo-
ing support.

The revised SELR web site is
almost in reach, thanks to the
monumental efforts of Tracy

Snell. Because it is an almost com-
plete re-structuring there will be
some pages which remain "under
construction" for a brief ftime.
We also have a list of enhance-
ments planned for the future. One
new section is "Happy Endings"
and we have received a number of
stories and pictures but would like
to have as many as people can
muster. We know there are a LOT
of happy endings out there so get
those stories and pictures inl
Contact Tracy at
tracysnell@comcast.net.

The new web site is now in ex-
cess of 50 pages and still growing!
Tracy will send out a notice via the
SELR lists when we are ready for
prime time. We think you will be
pleased.

We thank each of you for all
you've done for SELR and the lla-
mas in the past, and ask for your
continued support as we work to
make 2007 a banner year for
Southeast Llama Rescue.
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So You Think You Want Llamas? Confessions of a Novice Llama Rescuer

By Laura McNamara,
SWLR Board Secretary

I fell in love with llamas in
April of 2005, when I visited
Southwest Llama Rescue in Silver

City, New Mexico. We'd just
purchased a 5-acre horse
property in Edgewood, New

Mexico, and we were considering
getting some kind of herd animal
to reside in the empty stable. We
weren't sure if we wanted llamas;
we just wanted to find out what
having llamas entailed. Yeah,
right: within five minutes after
my first llama encounter, I was
entertaining a pastoral fantasy
involving a small herd greeting me
at the gate every morning for
carrots and kisses. My husband
read my utterly transparent
mind. “You want llamas, don't
you?” he sighed. "I should have

known this would happen.”

Part Two: My New Llama Life

Okay, here's the disclaimer: If
you want to believe that I float
out to the pasture every morning
with my coffee and a bucket of
carrots, you can stop reading
right now. Our adopted herd of
five young boys arrived in June of
2005 and we had problems from
day one. Literally. Within 24
hours of their arrival, we realized

that one of the boys had
developed an abscess, which meant
that we were one day into llama
ownership and already needed a
vet. Then, within a few weeks, it
became apparent that two of the
boys were overly interested in
becoming friends: marching right
info my personal space, sticking
their noses in my face and pulling
at my shoelaces and ponytail. The
low point in our deteriorating
relationship occurred one morning
in July, as I added a few llama
pellets to one of the boys' bowls -
and got a face full of green spit.
Reflexively, I vyelled at the
spitter, slapped him on the nose,
then walked into the tack room,
wiped the goo off my face, and
cried.

It wasn't long before the SWLR
volunteers were back to pick up
the boys that I couldn't handle,
leaving us with three young males.
I decided it was time fo start
serious training. Eight hundred
dollars’ worth of cattle panels
later, the boys didn't want to come
near the nice little school I'd set
up. I tried luring them into the
catchpens with some llama freats
in their bowls, but whenever I
walked close enough to shut the
gate, they bolted out of the pen.

Once again, I found myself
weeping in the tack room in
frustration, wondering why on
earth T'd gotten into this whole
mess.  Two months into this
experiment, llama ownership wasn't
turning out to be the easy fantasy
T'd expected and I felt like an
(continued on Page 5)

http://www.cafepress.com/selr

Llama Personal

Boo-Boo is a healthy 4 year old
gelding with a striking black and
white coloration. He was bottle
raised and as a result has some
unusual behaviors. His worst
behavior is spitting, although he
usually spits straight ahead and
away from people. We use a spit
mask when giving him shots and
trimming toenails. Boo Boo also
likes to stand in your way when
you are trying to do barn chores,
and his favorite tfrick is to grab
papers in his mouth and run off
with them. Boo Boo has never
shown any dangerous behaviors
like bumping into people. He is
showing guard potential. He is
available to a home with lots of
patience and understanding, ho
children. He is being fostered in
Crossville, TN with Flo Matheson:
flobelia@frontiernet.net
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Happy Endings

Rescue? Me? Who Knew? By Carol Stewart

I am a fiber person and enjoy going to
Asheville, NC for the annual fall Southeastern
Animal Fiber Fair. Two years ago I saw the llamas
that SELR had brought to the Fair.

I became interested in llamas while in
Tllinois. With the help of Chris and Bruce
Armstrong of Blue Moon Llamas, my husband and I
learned about llamas. We would be retiring to
Tennessee the next year and we wanted the llama
as pets and to help keep the grass down. After
learning how to give shots, approach llamas, and
shear, we purchased our first 2 llamas from the
Armstrongs and retired to Tennessee in 1998.

Over the years I have taken in llamas from
friends who have downsized. I've become more
involved with my llamas working on my shearing
techniques, demonstrating spinning, knitting or
crocheting my llama fiber, taking walks, etc

When T saw the SELR llamas, I knew I had

to adopt. In March of 2006, I was fortunate enough
to meet Alvin Bean, Neeko, and Aspen in Mars Hill,
NC. Neeko (Nik) and Aspen came home with us and
have been a great addition to our herd. When I
was at the Fair in October 2006 and saw Alvin
again, I decided to adopt Aspen's mom, Shania, as
she was still available. On December 14th, 2006,
Shania joined our herd of 10.

Shania has had little handling but she is
getting the idea and I can say that I don't have to
wear a poncho each time I halter Shania the way T
had to with Aspen. The 3 new llamas have blended
well with our group and they seem to be happy.

In This Issue...

Clockwise

from
Nefertiti, Oreo, Athena, Tops,
and Riser. For more information
onh these SELR lamas, visit www.
southeastllamarescue.org.

lower left:
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lama and benefit SELR
For details, visit:
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So You Think You Want Llamas? | my problem. As a responsible | who has studied, works with, owns,

(continued from page 3)

utter failure. I was unprepared for
llama care in every way possible. I
worried constantly about unknown
unknowns: what would happen if a
snake bit one of the boys while I
was at work? What if someone
broke a leg? I had no trailer to
take the animals to the vet and no
truck to haul anything. Part of me
desperately wanted to call SWLR
and ask them fo take the llamas
away.

Well, it's now January of 2007 and
we've had our llamas for 18 months.
We've had our ups and downs since
then. The llamas are a lot more
work than either of us ever
expected, but I can happily report
that the thought of calling SWLR
to surrender our llamas hasn't
crossed my mind since last summer.

So, you might ask: how did we fturn
this situation around? Not to put
too fine a point on it, but I woke up
to reality. If my fantasy wasn't
working out, I told myself, that's

owner, the onus was on me to seek
the information and resources I
needed make this situation work.

First, we built up our
infrastructure. We invested $600
in a trailer hitch and another
$1200 in a used ftrailer. Using a
pile of discarded skis and
snowboards, my husband made us a
hay rack, a fenced-off storage
area with a nice gate, a halter
rack, and couple of mangers.
Recently, he also built a chute
where we can restrain the animals
for medical freatments, nail
clipping, and shearing.

Secondly, T tapped into a network
of llama experts via the Internet.
Rather than cry alone in my tack
room, I now have a phone list of
people who can commiserate with
my frustration and give me tips on
how to handle a particular problem
before it develops into a full-blown
crisis.

Thirdly, we did the healthcare
homework we should have done: we
interviewed and chose a local vet

and loves llamas. Even though he's
50 miles away, he gives excellent
medical advice over the phone.

Most importantly, we spend time
with our animals - about an hour a

day on weekdays, weather
permitting, and several hours on
the weekends. We like

Camelidynamics (Marty McGee
Bennett) and Jim and Amy Logan's
clicker training. The boys now
come when called, stand still for
haltering, and go for walks around
the pasture. It's working!

My message? Be prepared. Llama
ownership is a lot of work and
responsibility, but the time and
energy you invest comes back
tenfold. As I write this, the boys
are wandering through our front
yard, which is filled with snow and
juniper trees. Watching them look
at their reflections in the windows,
bury their faces in the juniper
branches, and chase each other
around the house is a delicious
treat for us. I can't imagine what
my life would be like without
llamas.
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